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1  The Nakanai ethnic group of people inhabit the North East coast of West New Britain Province (WNBP) from 
Hoskins to Bialla. Mataururu and Kiawa villages belong to the Nakanai ethnic group. Most oil palm development in 
WNBP takes place in the region where the Nakanai people live. 

 





 

 

 







http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/papua_new_guinea.html


 

 

 

 



 

2 The four different provinces are; WNBP, Oro, Milne Bay and New Ireland. At the time of this research, Morobe (as 
the fifth) is the most recent province to introduce oil palm development and have not had similar experiences as the 
first four provinces. 
3 A quasi organization set up by the government of PNG to provide the agricultural extension services to oil palm 
smallholders (More discussion on OPIC can be seen in chapter 2). 
4 People of a different ethnic, linguistic and cultural background from the landholding groups. Migrant settlers in this 
thesis are also referred to as outsiders.  



 

 



 

 

 

 



5 Smallholder or Smallholdings in the case of this research refers to small blocks of oil palm plantation at the average 
of 5 hectares that are owned or cultivated by an individual or a family unit. In Oil Palm nucleus farming model, 
smallholders are mainly practiced under LSS, VOP, CPBs and LTCs arrangements. 





6 Since establishment, the company had grown by continually acquiring new areas within the province and expanding 
its project. It retains its entire name, however dropping off the word “Development”; as such it is now known as 
New Britain Palm Oil Limited (NBPOL (see www.nbpol.com.pg )). In October 1996, Kulim Malaysia Bhd acquired 80 
percent of NBPOL shares from Harrisons and Crosfield. 

http://www.nbpol.com.pg/


7 Papua New Guinea currency 
8 Milne Bay Estate Limited is now a subsidiary of Pacific Rim Plantations Ltd who also own and operate Poliamba Ltd 
and Igaturu Oil Palm limited. Pacific Rim Plantation is in fact a subsidiary of CDC (Gelda 2002). 



   -

9 Recently, in this year (2008) New Britain Palm Oil (NBPOL) bought all of RAI shares and  now owns RAI oil palm 
establishment 



.

10 Mini-estate under lease back arrangement is a model of oil palm estate development that is adopted by some oil 
palm milling companies in PNG. In that model, the customary landholding group is encouraged to form an 
“incorporated land group” (ILG) under the Incorporated Land Group Act 1974, and sub-lease their customary land 
(being identified to be developed) to the company on a 20 – 40 year lease. The landowning group would then benefit 
from the annual land rentals apart from a monthly royalty depending on the terms of their lease agreement. 





11 The term “growers” are often used interchangeably with the term smallholders. In this thesis “growers” will not 
be often used. 









12 Individual estate (IE) is a new term used within Bialla oil palm project area and other areas as well to describe the 
“community oil palm estate development (COPED).  IE is the alternative model to Mini Estate (ME).  In IE model the 
community develops and manages their own oil palm estate, thus benefit directly from the sales of the oil palm. The 
company only provide technical assistance loan whenever needed.  The sizes of IE can range from 30 – 300 hectares. 
IE or ME tenure arrangements will not be discussed in detail in this thesis. 
13 OPIC project office that administratively manage smallholders extension services around Bialla oil palm project 
area. 
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14 Navo is the local name of HOPL nucleus estate setup and its second oil mill processing factory towards the far 
eastern end of Bialla.   
15 In the lease, lease-back (LLB) model, the landowners are encouraged to form ‘Incorporated Land Groups’ (ILG) 
identify their land sub-lease it to the oil palm milling companies for the maximum of 40 or 50 years and benefit from 
rental fees, annual lease fees and or royalties. 
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16  Baubata Station is OPIC office location in Bialla oil palm project area. 
17 The term ‘mama’ in tok pisin (PNG’s lingua franca and a variety of pidgin-English) refers to mother. 
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18 Seed of betel palm; chewed with leaves of the betel pepper and lime as a digestive stimulant and narcotic in south-
eastern Asia and across Melanesia in the Pacific. Betel nut is widely chewed across PNG. 
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19  Infill refers to planting of oil palm seedlings in a newly developed area. 
20 Replanting refers to planting of oil palm seedlings in areas where mature oil palm reaches their maturity and has 
been cleared. Most replanting normally happens after 20 years of infill planting. 



 

 

 

21 The term “outsiders” in this study is adopted from the manner it was used in the previous study (see Koczberski 
et al. 2009), which refers to people outside of landholding groups who acquired customary land and live within the 
community but are not well embedded to the society. The term “insiders” is often used as the opposite to outsiders 
– in the case where foreigners are culturally and socially well integrated in to the land owners’ community by being 
able to speak the language, participate in community activities etc. 
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22 Tok pisin is the lingua franca of PNG. Tok pisin inherited English linguistic structures.  
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23 The term semi – formal in this case refer to interviews conducted with people outside to the targeted respondent’s 
groupings who expressed their personal opinions on CPB development in the area. 





24 What is now the Tiauru Land Settlement Scheme was initially alienated from Mataururu land owners and 
developed into the first LSS under the Bialla Oil Palm scheme around the late 1970s. 
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25 Bride Price payment is a traditional practice of marriage exchange common in PNG, where the groom and his 
family give the bride’s family money and gifts. The bride also exchanges gifts with the groom in return; however the 
groom’s gifts are expected to be proportionally bigger in size and value. 



26 Tolai is a generic name of the indigenous “Kuanua” language people of East New Britain Province of PNG. 
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27 Our family was given the land by the principal owner based on his promise and our long standing relationship 
developed over more than 5 years prior to acquisition of the land. However, later we ‘paid’ for the land and provided 
foods and other essentials as a way of maintaining our social relationship with the land owner and his family (see 
case study 1). 
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28 Many Papua New Guineans from land shortage provinces who live away from their home villages and provinces 
for many years and completely neglect their relatives and people in their home villages, lose access to land and 
livelihood back in their home villages. Most of the land would be taken by other clan members who live, participate 
in the clan’s obligations and serve their communities. As such, the three migrants described in the first wave feared 
they would not have any land to live on and may not be accepted back easily since they left their village when they 
were very young and have neglected their relatives for so many years.  



29 Principal landowners refer to the clan leaders who come from the main kinship group and customarily have the 
right and the power to lead the clan and allocate its land in consultation under Nakanai matrilineal system. 
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30 In the caretaker arrangement, the original owner of the purchased block who may at the same time have other 
commitments such as being employed or owning an LSS block would arrange for his relatives or friends to take care 
of the CPB, harvest and sell the FFB, and loose fruits and share the income accordingly. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 





31 The CLUA is a signed agreement between a clan and an individual acknowledging the latter’s right under customary 
law to have access to the land for oil palm and receive the income of the palms for the life of the individual 



32 The Office of Land Mediator mainly deals with settlement of customary land disputes and “Agreement for use of 
customary land on terms and lease agreements”.  
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33 Clan land Usage Agreements (CLUA) and Statutory Declarations are the two major forms and instruments most 
CPBs and CLOs use to sign and seal customary land transactions at present.  CLUA forms were developed by the 
Lands Department of PNG as an agreement form that can be used to protect the use of customary land by people 
outside of the landholding group. The Statutory Declaration is a legal document made available by the government 
publicly for anyone/parties wishing to declare his/her/their rights. The OPIC designed lease agreement form  is a 
form developed by OPIC in Bialla specifically to assist the sole Ugeuge clan principal owner to facilitate the transfer 
of his 70 hectares of failed estate to CPB smallholdings that are by now converted into VOP.  
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Generally, a Statutory Declaration form (SDF) is a legal document defined under the law of certain 

Commonwealth nations  such as PNG that is commonly used to allow a person to affirm something to be 

true for the purposes of satisfying some legal requirement or regulation when no other evidence is 

available (James 1985). A statutory declaration lacks legal enforcement when it is not properly used or 

has been signed by a single land owner and witnessed by other people instead of clan members or people 

from the village. Further Statutory Declarations like the CLUAs, do not record the ‘purchase price’, the 

deposit paid, or the size of the land (Curry et al. 2007). Therefore, merely depending on agreements based 

the on the use of Statutory Declarations or CLUAs has resulted in disputes over the wrong declaration by 

people outside of the landholding group, and concerns about the appropriateness of Statutory 

Declarations to legitimize land lease and use agreements. 
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34 Gaungo is a village in Hoskins project area where there a high concentration of CPBs being established. 
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36 The phrase “one stop shop” used in this context refers to the proposed “Customary Land Tenure Agreement 
Booklet" that should contain all the different agreements, forms, legal and administrative documents that a CLO and 
CPB owner require, as well as signed records of their land transaction and tenure arrangements. The phrase was the 
rhetoric used during the meeting by attendees to explain a kind of document consisting of all significant areas that 
encompass land transactions between CLO and migrant settlers. 
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37  In Nakanai, the power and land inheritance matrilineal structure is easily defined and understood (see Section 5.2 
in Chapter Five), as such signatories within the immediate clan and family grouping can be easily identified. Each 
clan’s land can be distributed amongst members of the clan within family groupings. As such, it is recommended 
that the signatories must/will be from the family within the clan that have an immediate control over the proposed 
portion of the clan’s land that is now under offer. The family would include the mother who is the owner, one of her 
sons and daughters and the clan leader. For a father who is the land owner, his first born apart from his nieces and 
nephew (his sisters’ children) will be the signatories apart from the clan leader. The clan leader as one of the 
signatories represents the entire clan. However, in cases like the Ugeuge (see Chapter Five) where all members of 
the clan have died, all other clan leaders and the first born child of the last member of the Ugeuge clan could be the 
signatories. In such a case all the clan’s consent will have to be sought accordingly. This study noted that since the 
last Ugeuge clan member died, there is no case of Ugeuge land being ‘sold’ or ‘lease’.  
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http://www.thenational.com.pg/021208/biz2.htm


http://www.paclii.org/journals/MLJ/2003/5.html


http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/papua_new_guinea.html
http://digital.library.adelaide.edu.au/dspace/bitstream/2440/43931/1/alr_V9n1_1983_TreCus.pdf
http://digital.library.adelaide.edu.au/dspace/bitstream/2440/43931/1/alr_V9n1_1983_TreCus.pdf
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